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Modifiers Overview 


Modifier 

Meaning 

Sign 

Example 

-gunu 

four extra wedges 

DU 

DU-gunu ftg 

V V V i 

-sessig 

added se-sign 

DU 

DU-sessig 

-tenu 

slanting 

L “ 

LU-tenu 

-nutillu 

unfinished 

SAG 

SAG-nutillu J 

-zidatenu 

slanting right 

s 

AS-zidatenu 

-kabatenu 

slanting left 

AS 

AS-kabatenu ''X^, 

-<digits> ° 

rotated 

NAGA 

Y 

NAGA-180° 


vU* vU* vU* 

—— 4 (>> 

^▼S» ^TS» ^TS» 


vU* 


vU* 


vU* 

*m* 


i 


vU* 


vU* 


vU* 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 

4 >>- 

*m* 


vU* 

*m* 




























Operators Overview 


Operator 


Meaning 


Example 


Sign 


beside 


DU. DU 



x 


containing 


NINDAxAN 




x 


containing/group 


V V 


NINDAx (SE.AS.AS) 




above 


DU&DU 



O 

o 


crossing 


V V V 


V V V 


(AS&AS&AS)%(AS &AS &AS) 



@ 


opposing 


LUGAL0LUGAL 





3 x 


repeated 


3 xAN 



4 x 


repeated 


4 xLU 





'ir'i' 










vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 


vU* 


vU* 

.a. 


vU* 


vU* 

'ir* 








































Vowels 

Order 

Examples 

A 

E 

I 

u 

a 

e 

1 

1 

u 

first 

ab 

me 

lim 

sutul 

/ 

A 

/ 

E 

/ 

I 

/ 

u 

/ 

a 

/ 

e 

/ 

1 

u 

second 

ab 

me 

lim 

sutul 

\ 

A 

\ 

E 

\ 

I 

\ 

u 

\ 

a 

\ 

e 

\ 

1 

u 

third 

ab 

me 

lim 

sutul 

a 4 

e 4 

1—1 

u 4 

a 4 

e 4 

i 4 

U4 

fourth 

ab4 

me 4 

lim4 

sutul4 

A x 

E x 

X 

1—1 

Ux 

a x 

Sx 

i x 

U x 

to be determined later 

ab x 

me x 

lim x 

sutulx 


Consonants 

Name 

Phonetic Pronunciation in English 

D 

D 

aleph 

glottal stop as 'a' in apostrophe 

A 

G 

A 

g 

ng 

like sing or ring or long or young or coming 

H 

h 

kh 

Khartoum or sheikh 

S 

• 

S 

• 

tsade or tzadi or sadhe 

as deeper 's' in saw 

s 

s 

shin or sheen 

as 'sh' in shy 

s 

V 

s 

shin or sheen 

as 'sh' in shy 

T 

• 

t 

• 

teth or tet 

as deeper 't' in tall 


vU* vU* vU* 

^TS» ^TS» 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 


vU* 

^Ts» 


3 


vU* 

4 >>- 


vU* 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 

^Ts» 


vU* 

4 >>- 

*m* 


vU* 

'ir* 














































Determinative / 
Marker 


dis.as 


didli 


d, dingir 
an 


am 


ta. am 


kus 


iti, itu 



vU* vU* vU* 

^TS» 


vU* 


vU* 


vU* 


Description 


repetition marker 


marker after plurals 


determinative: before divine names 


determinative: after ordinal numbers 


determinative: after distributive numbers 


determinative: before leather items, animal hide 


determinative: before month names 


4 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 

'ir* 


vU* 

'ir'i' 




vU* 


vU* 































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

zabar 

4«L 

determinative: before copper objects (seldom) 

uru 

tH 


determinative: before cities, places 

zabar 

4«L 

determinative: before copper objects (seldom) 

musen 


r 

determinative: after birds 

gi 

M 

determinative: before (objects made with) grass, reeds 

gada 

4 

determinative: before linen garments 

sa 

ip 

determinative: before woven items and similar 


vU* vU* vU* 

^TS» ^TS» 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 


vU* 

*m* 


5 


vU* 

4 >>- 


vU* 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


4kt* 

*m* 


«S±* 

4 >>- 

*m* 


vU* 

'ir* 






























Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

iku 

m 


determinative: after surface measures 

mul5 

fflft 


determinative: before stars 

elep, ma 


r 

determinative: before ship designations 

urudu 

ft 


determinative: before metal and metal objects 

mul 



determinative: before stars, planets; N/LB instead of ul 

or te/mul 

ta . am 


determinative: after distributive numbers 

kam 

No sign exist 

determinative: after ordinal numbers 

vU* vU* vU* vU* vU* vU* 

^▼S» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» 

HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ 

o /?TS» /?TS» /?TS» «m» /?TS» ^TS» 








































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

uzu 

^x( 


determinative: before parts of the body and pieces of 
flesh 

anse/ansu 

<% 


determinative: before equids and camels 

kas 


$> 

determinative: before varieties of beer 

sim, sem 

si 

K 

determinative: before aromatic and resinous plants and 
similar 

ia4, na4, 

za 


4 

determinative: before stones 

ges, gis, 
isu 

>- 

1 

determinative: before trees, wooden objects, 
implements 

gu 4 , gud 



determinative: before oxen and cows 

vU* vU* vU* vU* vU* vU* 

^▼S» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» 

HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ 

1 ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» 'm* 'fi'i' 
































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

u 


HI 


determinative: before plants and (sometimes) drugs 

/ 

e 

i 



determinative: before buildings and parts of buildings 

dug 

>5$> 

determinative: before vessels 

lu 


determinative: before professions, clans, nationalities 

sar 

«o — 

sr 

determinative: after garden plants 

nar 


determinative: before musicians (very seldom) 

• 

• 

*4 

\ 

separation marker 


vU* vU* vU* 

^TS» ^TS» 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 


vU* 

*m* 


8 


vU* 

4 >>- 

'ir* 


4k& 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


4k& 

*m* 


vU* 

4 >>- 

*m* 


vU* 

^Ts» 








































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

• 

• 

• 


i 

repetition and separation marker 

kur 

* 

1 

determinative: before lands and mountains 

V 

se 

«« 

«« 


determinative: before grains 

mul, te 



determinative: before stars 

• 

• 

i 


separation marker 

zabar 

4«L 

determinative: before copper objects (seldom) 

hi . a 

Off 

marker after plurals and collectives (not persons or 
deities) 

vU«* vU«* vU«* vU<* 

^TS» ' 

W' vU<* 

HZ nz HZ HZ HZ HZ 

^ 'm* 'fi'i' 




























Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

kam 

No sign exist 

determinative: after numbers, especially ordinals 

im, tui5 f 
tumg, tumu 

0 — 

determinative: before the 4 directions, winds, clay 
objects 

ah 

<> 

determinative: before stars instead of mui 

ul 

< 4 > 

determinative: before stars 

u 

<H*I 

repetition marker 

ki 


determinative: after geographical and place names 

kimin 

No sign exist 

repetition marker 

vU* vU* vU* vU* vU* vU* 

^▼S» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» ^TS» 

HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ 

1U ^ ^ W 































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

dis, I, m, 

P 


i 

determinative: before (mainly masculine) personal 
names 

dis 


i 

marker for beginning sentences and paragraphs 

7 ' v v 

dis.as 

I 


repetition marker 

me, mes 


h 

marker after plurals 

mes 

} 


marker after plurals (mainly logograms) and iterative 
verbs 

id 

m 

determinative: before rivers and canals 

tug 

i 


determinative: before clothing and cloth 

vU«* vU«* vU<* vU<* 

^TS» 

T 

<§► 

*A£ 

1 

HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ HZ 

I I ^ 'm* 'fi't' 































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

zi, zid 



determinative: before types of meal 

udu 


r 

determinative: before sheep and goats 

sig, sik, 
siki 



determinative: before types of wool and woolen items 

II, min 

T1 

r 

marker after duals 

min 

T1 

t 

repetition marker 

am 

T?3 


determinative: after ordinal numbers 

ta . am 


determinative: after distributive numbers 


vU* vU* vU* 

^TS» ^TS» 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 


vU* 

*m* 


12 


vU* 

'ir* 


4k& 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


4k& 

*m* 


vU* 

4 >>- 

*m* 


vU* 

*m* 
































Determinative / 
Marker 

Sign 

Description 

id 

T?H 

determinative: before rivers and canals 

hi . a 

v_^ 

Off 

marker after plurals and collectives (not persons or 
deities) 

ha, hu 6 , 
kua 


determinative: after fish 

ninda 

YTT 

Y 

determinative: before varieties of baked goods 

f, ml, 
munus, sal 

£ 

determinative: before feminine people, animals, 
professions 


vU* vU* vU* 

^TS» ^TS» 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


vU* 


vU* 

*m* 


13 


vU* 

'ir* 


4k& 


vU* 

'ir'i' 


4k& 

*m* 


vU* 

4 >>- 

*m* 


vU* 

^Ts» 
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vU* vU* vU* 

'/r* '/r* '/r* 


dr* 


dr* 


'Sr* 


14 


'Sr* 


'Sr* 


4k» 

'Sr* 


4k& 

'Sr* 


4k» 

dr* 


4k& 

dr* 

















